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Professional Profile

e Respected leader of creative teams with proven ability to conceptualize and orchestrate
communications campaigns that effectively build and reinforce brand.

Collaborative team player adept at transforming complex ideas and subject
matter into digestible information that connects, enlightens and engages
target markets and segments.

Select Professional Achievements

Established and executed a content/thought leadership communications program to

e enhance the Elliott Davis brand and strengthen the firm’s position as a diversified business
solutions provider offering a full spectrum of professional financial services and consulting.
Created and directed the National Golf Course Owners Association’s first Comprehensive
Content Strategy, a three-phase, multi-year plan that established the four pillars under
which all NGCOA educational content was categorized and developed.

e Spearheaded two complete repositionings of Golf Business magazine, re-establishing the
title as the golf industry’s preeminent business publication.

Garnered multiple awards for writing and publication excellence from the Society of

e National Association Publications, Turf & Ornamental Communications Association,
International Network of Golf and Carolinas Golf Reporters Association.

Areas of Specialty & Expertise

Publication Management,
Production & Consulting

Content Strategy & Execution

Experienced professional Award-winning writer whose Veteran, award-winning
skilled in the development articles and columns have magazine editor with more
and creation of content, appeared in numerous national, than two decades of experience
educational curricula and regional and local publications. managing, producing and
sales-driving marketing tools Subjects range from sports publishing business, health
for business-to-business, and entertainment to business care, lifestyle and specialty
business-to-consumer and and health care—and most any publications serving diverse

technical audiences. topicin between. industries and audiences.


https://issuu.com/elliottdavis1925/docs/2508-fall_2019_braintrust_flip_book

Tempus magazine
Feature on country music star and Hootie &
the Blowfish frontman Darius Rucker
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rammy winner
| Darius Rucker talks about
hismove to country music,
the perfect golf game,
the glory days of
Hootie & the Bloufish,

and tl
importance of family
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Papua New Guinea
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In literature and art, highways have oft
heen used as metaphors for life, long
swaths of asphalt punctuated by twists and
turns, ups and downs, and any number

of proverhial roadhblocks.

Theblacktop has enfoyed an equally idylc treatment. i you wil—that mles of tar,a vivid imagination, and

an uncanny kesck for telling a story, whether n pc-

the simplicites of the common man and finding 4 tures or in prose,can afford.
deeper meaning (o i all somewhere between points  Darius Rocker has traveled more than his share

A and B, Navigatng thos obsacles and experi

ng o those thoraughfares, borh lterally and figura

ll the adventures that the open road might unfurl tively, throughout his musical journey. From the

has become arite of passage for the authorsof thos

worksas wellas the legions of fns who cling o their  lumbia’s (South Carolina) Five Poiats o the bo
word, brushstroke, o lyic s tethered,dan

g amost hlplessy. 1o the reedomthe csape, i betwecn, e has b ke i, apen rond o

e back streets of Charleston t the crosstoads of Go

n- levads of Beverly il and viraaly verywhere

Rucker. e eached the pintacle of succes o e
pop s and s now climbing sl s
eights in country music So s somesehat ironic

it comca ve, that calic this year on the ig.
gest night and the brightest stage o hissolo career

Rucker shosld be stuck in a car on @ crowded by
v, unble o xprence inpeson he htion o
hearing his name called as winner of the Grammy
for BestCo o erformance

Wi thereand we ot stock n the

Hine,” recouns Rucker, whose category was aard
he Grammy telast went T, It took

s 40 and 3 Balf Hours 10 g0 on a twenty- minute
sl show bt s Ve ing
around the e o 1 e o
o bl ok a1 he phone and o, o
wona Grammy!™

Abitdisappointing some mightsay, but allthose
years on the roud have aught Rucker much, in-
cluding how to roll with whatever tuist of fate
imight be thrust s his path. He was'tsbout to et
the inconvenience of logstics—or perhaps more
s, st s e snifcance o
s accomplis

The fching v o st i shock.” Rcker 3
it 1 though sh was mesing with me. Then it
starts 10 sink i and you get emotional and think
about th ride and althe suffyou had 0 gothraugh

s s 4 Tompus Magasinocom

1o get there. You know, it was such s great feclin,
butit wasalsoa it relief~that | had actually won 3
Grammy in country music

aou Grammy Awards. actually started forty-cight
years ago in a small, working.<lass neighborhood
‘of Charleston, South Carolina, The sccond young-
st ofsix, Rucker has called his childhood “a typical
Southern African-American upbringing " He and
hissiblings were raised by a single mother and en
dured many financial struggles, at one point liing
in a three-bedroom place with his mom and her two.
sisters, his grandmother, and a totaloffourteen kids.
His father was seldom around.

Oneaspest o k' formativyars that wase't
1 for others from similar backgrounds was
ottt s, prticulaly bl fondncs o

country. I's an appreciation passed dorwn from, and

encouraged by, his mother.
My mom wasalways my champion, even when my
cousins or my brother or someone would go, “Why
music?™ says Ruck.

you listenin’ o that white-boy mus s Ruc
. seho counts Buck Orwens, the television show Hee
H adney Foster and Davight Yoakar

asafew of hiscountry influences. "She wouldalways
il e, et i e 0 s he s t0 st
10,10 got nothing to do with you. Leave him alone
And they would lesve me alone and I'd go back o s
tening 1o my music
I time. Rucker began honing his own musical tal
becoming astandout in is high school chorus,
the Middleton Singers, then enrolling at the Univer
sty of South Caroling in 1984 s a part of the schoal's
Song and dancegroup, Caraling Alive. Soonafte, an-
other aspiring musician, Mark Bryan, heard Rucker
singing in the dormitory they shared and struck up
s, The two sarted performing cover song

50 Summersois Tempue Magnsinecom

In 1994, Hootie & the Blowfish released a
debut album dubbed Cracked Rear VIEW. which was filled

with feel-good songs that stood in stark contra:
to the self-loathing musings of grunge mm dominated

the airwaves during that time.

True Believer

shes o he Wl et e e
o Flber, a et high
‘wwx band mate of mun» and i “Son

Cracked Rear View, which was fled with feel
gond songs tha stood in stark contrst 10 the

If-losthing musings of grunge that dominatcd
the airwavesduring tha time. The musie struck
a chord. and following an appearance on Late
Stow with David Letterman, in which Leter
man said, “fyou don't have this album, here's

something wrang with you,” the band's popu
larty soured. Cracked Rear View exploded.
eventually sellig more than sixcen millon
copics in the United Staes alone and ultimately
becoming the fiftcenth-best-sllng album o all
time in the United States. 1 aso spawned two
Grammy Awards: Best New Artist and Song of

e
a new, amazing
thing—just these Kids from South Carlina who

had gotten lucky,” Rucker recounts

just b culmimton of that record fr - 10 win

o Crammysand s remember s ing
i

Hootie & the Blowfsh took o sel-imposed hia
s from recording and actively ouring, save for
several chariy events they continue to perform

each year.

ke the heginnin of » new Journe

9. after hearing
Foster’s Del Rio, TX 1959,

oing to make a
‘country record someday,

whole new level,
That man was Mike Dungan, then president and
CEO of Capitol Records Nashille. Dungan saw in
Rucker whatothers coukd'tor wouldnt. “When

we met. he said, | never got nto the Hoorie thing,

but 1 always thought you were a country singer,
Rucker ays. “He gave me 3 are opportanity to be
saccesl and worked sy ard 1o make sure

s

v, Follwing  Breaking nto country wasn' the casiest pth (0

e rease of a olo K& album it wendargly un avel. Fo states, Rucker s Afrcan Amercun,and
moticed, Rucker gave in to his county leanings and  country music is decidely monochromatc. Then,
sade good on a decaration he'd been making for  there was the whol Hoote abel b hd t shake.

i

pearly o decades,

L5aid in 1989, afer hearing Radney Foster's Del than the fat thit I was Alrcan American.” R

o TX 1959, 1'm going to make a country

record  muses. “ was calld the capetbagser at frst—1

someday,™ sas Rucker. who named his second  the guy who was coing over [from pop] nd trying
tomakeitincountry,
later point s one that truly irks

them when they say tha (o me, “Name
one person weho's had a successful career
in country music after having s pop -

T prove that he was serous about is
new genre and not merely trying (o re
susciate bis career, Rucker embarked
on a whirhwind public reltions tour.
He visited more than ighty country ra-

o stations in advance o the elease of
Leamolive 2008 someimes g

country album Charleston, SC 1966 in a not so. the st Afrcan American o produce a nurmber on
Subile nod 0 Foster | said hat fo twenty years  ouny song ince Chirle Fride accomplished he
o the band and all my friends and whoever else feat in 1985

wrould s, When 1 naly gt (0 make
ecord deal from s gy swho  Rucker sad a th time when asked o rflct on his

ucky enough t

it lwas 1 couldn't have dream what's happening,

Teally believed in me and wanted to ake 1 (0 4 rapid scen through the Nasille ranks. ~When |

5t Temps Nagusinecom

tion for Rucker,
img only the third Afrcan American to be inducted.
intothe Grand Ol Opry (Pride and harmonica player
DeFord Biley are the other two).

“I'dbe lying if said it wasn't,” Rucker says. “The
Validation part for me was having a song that was so

across the United o Europe.
“Nowadays, I'm almost ity years old and | have
Kids. 105 not s0 much about having a party as it is

about having fun and realizing that it's not going
o last forever, so you better pay attention while
it does

ountry. It wasn't pop country. It
sicson that could have come out i 1977

his big win at the Grammys, the road led Rucker
back home to Charleston for a performance a the

o was play Charleston and Columbia on back-to-

One way Rucker g
ide is by taking time o appreciate what he has
namely, his wife and three children. Thanks i no
mall part o the country touring cyele, he's able to
Spendlonger priods at home then he once did
Vi o, we'd

Come home fr maybe o diysand b bck o the
foud,” Rucker explains. “In country musie, we don't
o’ that way. We tour on the weekends. I'm horme
with my family three, four days @ week, then we go
ot and play three or four days, and we just do that
over and ove.

When he ist't on the road, Rucker can often be
found “hanging out and being dad” or indulging his
favoite pastime:got He began playing during his

continues to use golf s an escape while touring, but

back nighis.
seum in Colambia, an event that brought Rucker

circle.
"“Those ar two nights hat | will ever forge”he
says. “Bvery o reready

he's taken dded zeal and whittled
i handicap tosingle digis

I the anly thing 1 have,” he says. “1 don't have
‘any other habbies. f 'm not spending tme with my

for you to play and have good tine, but those two

rowds. i was e playing i front o your il
And walking in there and being a Gi
ot just from my Hoatie days but being a Grammy
winner in country music, for me, thatfust took the
(04 whole new leve
To  large extent, those feelings were borne from
d

el

years spent rolling dowen the highways of life,
ventres tha e shapd or mspred many of
¢

. ' plying gof
Rucker hasleveraged tht love o glf o gve bick,
yetanother way he's makinga paint to cnjoy bis soad

fortune, Since 1994, he and his Hootie band mates
have hosted the Monday afer the Masters celebrity
pro-am gof tournament, which has rased millons
of dolas or their Hooti & the Blowish Foundation
and other charities. The band also reunites annual
Iy to perform a two- night concert dubbed Hootie's
Homegrown Roundup to support. the educationsl

Caralina.

Rucker's songs. rovid
o mens it s o s v e
given Rucker perspective, something he readily ad
mits was lacking during the arly part of his career.

headlining his first solo tour and is sct to travel

In lte 2010, Rucker combined his passions of golf
and musicto write a song for the PGA TOUR to sup.
port the organization’s “Together, Anything's Pos-
sible” initaive, which funds a variety of charites
nationwide. He waived his writng and royalty fees,
then penned what he hoped would be “a positive
song about helping.” The result: “Together, Any

When Rucker garnered the Grammy for his version
of “Wagon Wheel,” he hecame only the third African
American recording act to win for a musical performance
in a country music category.

frst sarte doing this, 1 dide't even think I e
reconddesl S v gt eorddl ndto
e i o s e (e snd s g

at s daughter’s high sehool talentshovw

thad bt ong il e, i st
b

mw I 8 et Mg song” e
s it e

Rucker wasted lite tme caplalizing on that o
mentum, Twa years ater, he followes Learn (0 Live

e i its mix of songs s Wagon Wheel,

o take  preat bluegrass song and make it a country

what happe.
dwashisorie Whenhegrcredhe
R

Gramm for hs version of “Wagon Wheel,” Rucker

erican recording.

set (the frst being Charley Pride, the sccond being.

Rucker decided to record aftr hearing ¢ performed

the Pointer
in'a country music category. It was further valida-

thing s Possible
The thing that made i geat or mes that the cho.
rus was already written,” says Rucker, whoestimates

1sid, Thatsthe chorus. 501 just wrote everything
aroundit

o thecasual observer, Rucker'striptothe topofthe
popand country charts may seem tohave come ss

d
malegetting thre. More often than not, they begin

and end on the blackio
The rond ks you apprecte what you haw
ome a ot more,” Rucker says. 1 thank God fo
job. 1 hank God oy aly and ove the playing.
Butwhen I'm on the road, 1just want to get home,
Homesickness aside, Rucker is happy with where
e is i bis life, content (0 “play country music a5
long as radio will play my songs.” As for when he
reaches his ultimate destination, Rucker hopes to be
reenberetondy s proe an.mor mpr
tant, asa good pe
Thopethat mm Say, “When s him, he played
hisburt ot He rything he had. ™ Rucker says.
e person, what Lwant o ombsonc s e was
‘anice guy."That's realy all anyone could wan,
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Golf Business magazine
Monthly editor column

FLIP SIDE

Can’t We All Just Get Along?
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TOWN magazine
(top to bottom) Profile of scuba icon Bill

Routh; profile of Greenville Country Club and
Chanticleer course; profile of boutique children’s
apparel company, PRODOH

G . . ‘ .
If Business magazin | LINKS the Best of Golf magazine

Profile of small business owner and former Y 3 ‘ ©2 ]
NGCOA president Linda Rogers | : = - [‘ S Feature examining the state of golf in

: Florida and steps the industry could take
for the game and business.

Ve thest OF Godf

FERRUARY 2012

in the Dunes PGA Tour

s peeg 22 Profile of pro Xander Schauffele; non-

: bylined;, ran in numerous international
W E: = outlets (bottom)

THE ST/RT B8

NEWS & VIEWS WITH A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

GOLF FOR A YEAR

ggﬁg’”‘* Sport - HSIEY

PURPLE
MOUNTAINS'

MAJESTY

There’s something sub-
lime about golfin God's
country. Perhaps it's the
altitude and the rush

of watching a tee shot

CIAL
REPORY
A five-step plan B e S b ae s
to help the courses R o e e e
in the largest golf e o e S

plunge hundreds of feet to

1,200 ol facinies ane ek 5 i, N, aie fairway below.
state in the union— o ey P ey e i ON THE GREN B g
and eventually the | ozomoromsns i el e i

FORTSIGHT OF EARLY MEMBERS line between the heavens

rest of the coun
emerge from the worst
emarkepin decades S el ks e e e e L a7 v

F] } :ln g "1'::.".:.“ ~"2'.......,‘...
C_:‘rand Strand'ma azine I lorlda ey SRR

Lifestyle magazine of the Myrtle Beach area;
profile of South Carolina native Dustin Johnson - ——

and earth. Or, just maybe,
i's the eerie silence bro-
ken only by an occasional
whisper of wind.

But honestly, it's the
colors. Few, if any, arenas
in sport rival the splendor
of golf above the clouds,
‘where a kaleidoscope of

cndonpige 14

[raT—

¢ sebacating. S0 Plorkde wil abo wart bo

GovrBusiEss.com 1

THE START

mmmmm i fonpege 13
colors unfurls against the backdrop of  mountains of north Georgia when
emerald fairways

51 sarreunen 2020 1 55
EANDER SCHAITILE
s as seen from the 13th
STVLE- TH T The Currahee Club  above sea level
corgia (previous page). game is all the better for it

e pretty sure that Katha-
es wasivU referring (o the. ~by Romnie Musseifit, et of Gl usiness e

CHILD'S PI.AY

“IT'S CRITICAL
TO BE ABLE TO
COMMUNICATE
FACE TO FACE
WITH YOUR
EMPLOYEES."

MARK OPHOVEN

oy
o Irecdom
i

Mark Ophoven

Golf Business magazine
Monthly column offering a creative take on
aspects of golf beyond the business
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